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[...]Jproportional to developing events.
Lincoln, our most striking example, grew
more between 1861 and 1865 than during
al the earlier years of his life. Nor is the
growth of democratic leaders, when seen
through the distorted passions of their day,
apparently a consistent thing. Greatness,
near a hand, is dartlingly like
inconsistency; it seems a moments to
vacillate, to turn back upon and deny itself,
and thus lays itself open to seemingly
plausible criticism by politicians and time
servers and al who cry out for precedent.
Yet it isan interesting and encouraging fact
that the faith of democratic peoples goes
out, and goes out aone, to leaders
whowhatever their minor faults and
failingsdo not fear to reverse themselves
when occasion demands; to enunciate new
doctrines, seemingly in contradiction to
former assertions, to meet new crises.
When a demoacratic leader who has given
evidence of [...]
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